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port towns to impose customs duties of their own upon goods imported, the proceeds being applied to the advantage of the town. One of the first results of improved government was the abolition of such exclusive imposts. Whatever duties were levied were to go to the king, who was supposed to expend them for the benefit of the whole community.
Those who pay the private duties levied by exclusive trades are the consumers of the goods made by the trade. High wages for hat-makers simply mean high prices of hats, and so much out of the pockets of hat-wearers. Or, as in consequence of expense the hat-wearers will probably wear fewer hats, it means less convenience to them. We ought not to look at such subjects from a class point of view, and in economics at any rate should regard all men as brothers. But it cannot escape attention that, as by far the larger number of hat-wearers are workmen, a very large part of the tax in any case falls upon brother workmen. In this particular case the harm done may not be considerable, but in the case of other trades it certainly is. Nothing, for instance, can be more injurious to the poorer classes than any artificial restrictions in the building trades tending to raise the cost of building, or to impede the introduction of improvements in bricklaying and the other building arts. The effect is peculiarly injurious, because it places great obstacles in the way of any attempt to produce really good new dwellings for the working classes. There are always quantities of old houses and buildings of various sorts which can be let as lodgings at a rate below that at which it is possible to build good new ones. The result is either that very inferior cheap houses must be built, or the more expen-